Week #3: Do Not Misuse His Name

Three important facts about the 10 Commandments:

e The commandments are from

e The commandments are for today.

e The commandments will strengthen my

God’s commands were not put in place as a , but for our

“You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if
you misuse his name.”
Exodus 20:7 (NLT)

Three ways to honor God's name:

1. His name.

e Don'tletthe you have with God cheapen the you

have for God.

“There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we
must be saved.”
Acts 4:12 (NLT)

2. His name.

e Common abuses for God's name: Saying, “I to God.”




“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but
fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ ** But | tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by
heaven, for it is God’s throne; * or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the Great King. *® And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair
white or black. " All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the
evil one.”

Matthew 5:33-37 (NIV)

e Playing the

3. His name.

Go out of your way to do what is right, speak the truth with the weight and authority that come

from an honest and pure life. No one can argue with that.
Titus 2: 7-8 (VOICE)

e The greatest way to honor God's name is to that name

to the people around us.

Discussion Questions

1. Reflect on how casual expressions, oaths, or spiritual manipulation can distort the
holiness of God's name. What does it mean to "misuse" God's name in our everyday
language and behavior?

2. How do our words reflect the reverence we have (or lack) for God's character and
authority? Consider moments when you or others may have invoked God's name
carelessly or manipulatively. What were the consequences?

3. Reflect on how religious language or authority can be misused in personal, relational,
or even political contexts. What are some common ways Christians today may “play
the God card” to justify personal agendas?

4. In what ways can you grow in representing God's name more faithfully—both in
speech and in lifestyle—so that your life reflects the holiness and saving power of
Jesus’ name (Acts 4:12)? What practices can help you cultivate deeper reverence and
integrity in how you speak of God?

Recommended Resources
e God Has A Name, by John Mark Comer
e The Knowledge of the Holy, by A.W. Tozer
e Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today, by Adam
Hamilton

(NLT) New Living Translation (NIV) New International Version (VOICE) The Voice


https://www.amazon.com/God-Name-John-Mark-Comer/dp/0310344204/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.U06s7U1Ktbq0Qpt_1KKZKP2HYXlg-pie5Rq-3oR0D9P-L_AFLhGvwpiNttEsO7NsvPwsQVZEPzL8Cp66FSz-SP8kHg7FL9T7HTfi-wwf8YrulB76WRkJM-2F2bH-_oPM52PSnl7ChXzlukXrNEqMkk0DMNxf1aCsEU2i4OD9WsLtR8IdXLR6wrHh4FXjeVoFeAIRB8rItFUIPvCyWPiUt6ORZeAZd59z8ePgMgE1cww.tgr7fx0SsdcxooPERQXq6Z_iDtNludmmrfZ9KThkD0k&qid=1751396296&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/W-Tozer-Spiritual-Classics-Knowledge/dp/0802418619/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2B0TX42VHHL5P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.n4YzzxVSfcDndqf1NFSeSIBXwxkuAlwTAv5g4R9PTBmW1PYeBvkjXssw4E5Wcq8RF-vOiQ0e_2Z2gU2zd1yEhqvjLsPK7Wcpc6AL7klOA1Vhun4BVE7AA1P12z-STiR0xbfF2PvbVAPjlYhBsg71YftEtKoiESUfyJk502LWU_hjSp3RacEWlcTGSZnK9VUDt9k7zfQS7HwsiznxV9_D69kaKPl0oekCAC5BsHXa9aM.IjlNu9VhhfN27oc3Y9kf9W9xt2I3303GMzjCwm_3jPg&dib_tag=se&keywords=knowledge+of+the+holy&qid=1751396351&s=books&sprefix=knowledge+of+the+holy%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Words-Life-Jesus-Promise-Commandments/dp/1524760544/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35IM1MIPCGBSV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1zSzDE6MDo46recMI1MqVfxcdCl_U1hfGYbfJtg4oM20SBKkx_OQ3B8ecq2RruaYk6l1_n8lkHDh-go06pnrCDPG8XVK6yHZyZZ6IzpE_IxGHPZSSuaJN_d_EjLYebVsG3VsM_JWjM9eWtl3aNiEyqUH21juHtZFprNVnP7edXc5yWLDd_CLnh3erZysw2tUUhrQ8N5r3qdfI3GhWtC93rSxO9E_yx9hA2zNBE2puYQ.mbTXIzn9cqXW83Oz08MIPZyAWUyFl6tD0BYl2wVZqZI&dib_tag=se&keywords=words+of+life+adam+hamilton+book&qid=1751396414&s=books&sprefix=words+of+life%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Words-Life-Jesus-Promise-Commandments/dp/1524760544/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35IM1MIPCGBSV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1zSzDE6MDo46recMI1MqVfxcdCl_U1hfGYbfJtg4oM20SBKkx_OQ3B8ecq2RruaYk6l1_n8lkHDh-go06pnrCDPG8XVK6yHZyZZ6IzpE_IxGHPZSSuaJN_d_EjLYebVsG3VsM_JWjM9eWtl3aNiEyqUH21juHtZFprNVnP7edXc5yWLDd_CLnh3erZysw2tUUhrQ8N5r3qdfI3GhWtC93rSxO9E_yx9hA2zNBE2puYQ.mbTXIzn9cqXW83Oz08MIPZyAWUyFl6tD0BYl2wVZqZI&dib_tag=se&keywords=words+of+life+adam+hamilton+book&qid=1751396414&s=books&sprefix=words+of+life%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1

Week #3: Do Not Misuse His Name - FILL
Three important facts about the 10 Commandments:

e The commandments are from God.

e The commandments are relevant for today.

e The commandments will strengthen my relationships.

God’s commands were not put in place as a prison, but for our protection.

“You must not misuse the name of the Lord your God. The Lord will not let you go unpunished if

you misuse his name.”
Exodus 20:7 (NLT)

Three ways to honor God's name:

1. Respect His name.

e Don't let the relationship you have with God cheapen the respect you have for God.

“There is salvation in no one else! God has given no other name under heaven by which we

must be saved.”
Acts 4:12 (NLT)

2. Revere His name.

e Common abuses for God's name: Saying, “l swear to God.”

“Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not break your oath, but
fulfill to the Lord the vows you have made.’ * But | tell you, do not swear an oath at all: either by
heaven, for it is God’s throne; * or by the earth, for it is his footstool; or by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the Great King. *® And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one hair
white or black. " All you need to say is simply ‘Yes’ or ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the
evil one.”

Matthew 5:33-37 (NIV)

e Playing the God card.

3. Represent His name.



Go out of your way to do what is right, speak the truth with the weight and authority that come

from an honest and pure life. ¢ No one can argue with that.
Titus 2: 7-8 (VOICE)

e The greatest way to honor God's name is to represent that name properly to the people

around us.

Discussion Questions

1. Reflect on how casual expressions, oaths, or spiritual manipulation can distort the
holiness of God's name. What does it mean to "misuse" God's name in our everyday
language and behavior?

2. How do our words reflect the reverence we have (or lack) for God's character and
authority? Consider moments when you or others may have invoked God's name
carelessly or manipulatively. What were the consequences?

3. Reflect on how religious language or authority can be misused in personal, relational, or
even political contexts. What are some common ways Christians today may “play the
God card” to justify personal agendas?

4. In what ways can you grow in representing God's name more faithfully—both in speech
and in lifestyle—so that your life reflects the holiness and saving power of Jesus’ name
(Acts 4:12)? What practices can help you cultivate deeper reverence and integrity in how
you speak of God?

Recommended Resources

e God Has A Name, by John Mark Comer
e The Knowledge of the Holy, by A.W. Tozer

e Words of Life: Jesus and the Promise of the Ten Commandments Today, by Adam

Hamilton

(NLT) New Living Translation (NIV) New International Version (VOICE) The Voice


https://www.amazon.com/God-Name-John-Mark-Comer/dp/0310344204/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&dib_tag=se&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.U06s7U1Ktbq0Qpt_1KKZKP2HYXlg-pie5Rq-3oR0D9P-L_AFLhGvwpiNttEsO7NsvPwsQVZEPzL8Cp66FSz-SP8kHg7FL9T7HTfi-wwf8YrulB76WRkJM-2F2bH-_oPM52PSnl7ChXzlukXrNEqMkk0DMNxf1aCsEU2i4OD9WsLtR8IdXLR6wrHh4FXjeVoFeAIRB8rItFUIPvCyWPiUt6ORZeAZd59z8ePgMgE1cww.tgr7fx0SsdcxooPERQXq6Z_iDtNludmmrfZ9KThkD0k&qid=1751396296&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/W-Tozer-Spiritual-Classics-Knowledge/dp/0802418619/ref=sr_1_2?crid=2B0TX42VHHL5P&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.n4YzzxVSfcDndqf1NFSeSIBXwxkuAlwTAv5g4R9PTBmW1PYeBvkjXssw4E5Wcq8RF-vOiQ0e_2Z2gU2zd1yEhqvjLsPK7Wcpc6AL7klOA1Vhun4BVE7AA1P12z-STiR0xbfF2PvbVAPjlYhBsg71YftEtKoiESUfyJk502LWU_hjSp3RacEWlcTGSZnK9VUDt9k7zfQS7HwsiznxV9_D69kaKPl0oekCAC5BsHXa9aM.IjlNu9VhhfN27oc3Y9kf9W9xt2I3303GMzjCwm_3jPg&dib_tag=se&keywords=knowledge+of+the+holy&qid=1751396351&s=books&sprefix=knowledge+of+the+holy%2Cstripbooks%2C150&sr=1-2
https://www.amazon.com/Words-Life-Jesus-Promise-Commandments/dp/1524760544/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35IM1MIPCGBSV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1zSzDE6MDo46recMI1MqVfxcdCl_U1hfGYbfJtg4oM20SBKkx_OQ3B8ecq2RruaYk6l1_n8lkHDh-go06pnrCDPG8XVK6yHZyZZ6IzpE_IxGHPZSSuaJN_d_EjLYebVsG3VsM_JWjM9eWtl3aNiEyqUH21juHtZFprNVnP7edXc5yWLDd_CLnh3erZysw2tUUhrQ8N5r3qdfI3GhWtC93rSxO9E_yx9hA2zNBE2puYQ.mbTXIzn9cqXW83Oz08MIPZyAWUyFl6tD0BYl2wVZqZI&dib_tag=se&keywords=words+of+life+adam+hamilton+book&qid=1751396414&s=books&sprefix=words+of+life%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1
https://www.amazon.com/Words-Life-Jesus-Promise-Commandments/dp/1524760544/ref=sr_1_1?crid=35IM1MIPCGBSV&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.1zSzDE6MDo46recMI1MqVfxcdCl_U1hfGYbfJtg4oM20SBKkx_OQ3B8ecq2RruaYk6l1_n8lkHDh-go06pnrCDPG8XVK6yHZyZZ6IzpE_IxGHPZSSuaJN_d_EjLYebVsG3VsM_JWjM9eWtl3aNiEyqUH21juHtZFprNVnP7edXc5yWLDd_CLnh3erZysw2tUUhrQ8N5r3qdfI3GhWtC93rSxO9E_yx9hA2zNBE2puYQ.mbTXIzn9cqXW83Oz08MIPZyAWUyFl6tD0BYl2wVZqZI&dib_tag=se&keywords=words+of+life+adam+hamilton+book&qid=1751396414&s=books&sprefix=words+of+life%2Cstripbooks%2C153&sr=1-1

